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Tier | Automotive Molder Counts on Purgex at

Product Launch

t's product launch, an intense and criti-
I cal time for any molder. A new Tier |

automotive molder is working through
internal startup challenges in addition to
product launch issues. A time consuming
color change, from black to light gray on
2700T presses molding sedan instrument
panels, needs to be addressed. The cur-
rent resin purging method takes 60 min-
utes and 350 pounds of TPO.

Neutrex, Inc. was contacted to develop
a purging program to optimize color and
material change times and to reduce ma-
terial costs. A thorough evaluation was
conducted and Purgex 457 Plus was se-
lected to purge the barrel, screw and man-
ifold/hot runner system. Purgex 457 Plus
is specifically designed for difficult appli-
cations such as dark to light color changes
and filled resins and is used to purge ther-
moplastics processed between 300°F and
550°F.

Trials were performed and optimum
results were attained by using 60 pounds
of Purgex 457 Plus. The barrel and screw
were purged first with a 5 minute soak,

and then Purgex 457 Plus was purged
through the manifold/hot runner system.
The outcome was a 20 minute purge time
with 5 scrap parts.

The economic value was a material
savings of $123.00 per purge and a pro-
duction time savings of 40 minutes. With
machine time included, total savings dra-
matically increases to $283.00 per purge.

Purgex Purging Compounds are an
economical
solution to
assist mold -
ers in main-
taining prof -
itability and
competitive-
ness in the
worldwide
market-
place.

Purging trial performed on 2700 Ton Husky Injection Molding Machine, changing from black to light gray Polypropylene.

Purge with Purgex 457 Plus Purge with TPO Resin

Time min Cost § per hr $ Time min Cost § per hr $
Machine Downtime 20 240.00 80.00 60 240.00 240.00
Amount b Cost $ per b S Amount Ib Cost $ per b $
Purge Material 60 250 150.00 350 0.84 29400
“Rinse” Resin 25 0.84 21.00 0 0.00 0.00
Total Cost > $251.00 $534.00
Cost Savings with Purgex 457 Plus- including machine time $283.00
Cost Savings with Purgex 457 Plus- excluding machine time $123.00
Time Savings 40 Minutes
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